Dear (Member of Congress),

I am writing to support a New Start for Europa Clipper: an exciting new technologically-ready mission to Europa that would be a valuable investment in NASA’s future and in the economic development of (State).  I am encouraged by the unilateral support for science within Congress, and thank you for (their involvement).

I am writing today to ask that the NASA Planetary Science budget be restored to its FY 2012 with a New Start for the Europa Clipper mission.  In the President's proposed FY 2013 budget, Planetary Science receives a 21% cut, effectively hobbling one of America's crowning accomplishments.  This cut represents the end of flagship science. NASA's Flagship missions have been reserved for only the highest priority, most ambitious science and engineering; this is a unique capability of the United States. These missions not only take many years of innovation and dedication to plan, but also support some of America's most capable scientists and engineers.

As stated above, without a restored budget or a separate new start, Flagship missions will end.  The achievements of these missions include surveying the entire solar system, studying in detail Mars, Venus and the Jupiter and Saturn systems, as well as escaping the Sun's environment and entering interplanetary space.  These missions represent possibly the greatest innovations and accomplishments of the modern technical age.

Over the past several years, the entirety of the broad planetary science community, including scientists at every stage of their career, has participated in a process to draft the Vision and Voyages for Planetary Science in the Decade 2013-2023, a decadal survey sponsored by the National Academy of Sciences.  This document is a roadmap for the next ten years of NASA space exploration, including missions of every size to bodies across the solar system.  Moreover, the 2013-2022 decadal survey was conducted under unprecedented dedication to the spirit of openness and competition that will allow exploration to thrive even in times of financial hardship while still achieving balance between exploration targets and mission size.  The compromises represented within the decadal survey were hard-earned by the scientific community.

The process of crafting the planetary sciences decadal survey has been a tribute to the US space program.  The community has spoken with one voice and endorsed both ambitious goals and decisions reflecting both consensus scientific priorities and fiscal realism.   It would be unfortunate to set aside this work now. In the decadal survey, Mars Sample Return and a Europa Mission were ranked equally on scientific priorities, and it was recommended that a lower cost Europa mission be studied and readied for flight.  The Europa Clipper Mission, technologically vetted by NASA and industry experts, represents a novel hybrid mission concept to Europa that will accomplish the highest priority science of the Jupiter Europa Orbiter Flagship at less than half of its cost.  This is a tribute to the innovation of the planetary science community and its ability to excel even in times of hardship that should not be overlooked in the current environment of fiscal turmoil. Such a mission will study Europa’s ice shell and ocean, with over twice the volume of water as on the Earth, to probe for indications that Europa can support life even today. Europa Clipper will revolutionize our understanding of planetary science and the search for life beyond Earth.  Since the recently selected Mars 2020 rover (based on MSL) is NASA’s choice for a mission to continue the success of the Mars program, the highest priority mission to fly now is the Europa Clipper, which awaits a New Start from Congress.

I recognize that it may not be possible to fully restore planetary science to a level that supports traditional Flagship missions; in such a case I hope that congress will encourage NASA to embrace a new approach to accomplishing flagship science by endorsing the Europa Clipper mission. This mission follows the spirit of the decadal survey, rather than setting its priorities aside.

Restoring funding for planetary science will allow the United States to remain the premier space faring nation.  This status depends critically on upholding the process by which priorities are set and decisions are made within the science community.  The United States is a lesser nation without its capability to explore the farthest frontiers, and a New Start for Europa Clipper marks a return of the United States to the outer solar system.

Sincerely,


(Your Signature)

(Your name) 
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